
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 March 17, 2015 

2015 Horizons Hampton Roads Roast & Toast Gala & Auction 

Honoring Paul O. Hirschbiel 

10th Anniversary Roast & Toast Celebration 

 

Norfolk, VA – Horizons Hampton Roads is hosting its 10th Anniversary Roast & Toast Gala on 

Saturday, April 11th, 2015 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center, starting at 6pm. The Roast & Toast is 

Horizons’ signature fundraising event, and this year’s honoree is Paul O. Hirschbiel, founding chair of Horizons 

Hampton Roads and well-known philanthropist and business leader in the region.  

 

The Horizons Roast & Toast Gala attracts prominent businesses and individuals from across South 

Hampton Roads to join together in celebration of the honoree while benefitting an important local charitable 

cause.  The evening will consist of a cocktail hour, sit down dinner, live and not-so-silent auctions, and the 

“Roast” of Paul O. Hirschbiel by Senator Mark Warner, Congressman Scott Rigell, Matt Hirschbiel and Anna 

Hirschbiel. The gala will also feature special entertainment by Mrs. Susan Hirschbiel. 

 

The live auction, featuring packages from donors across Hampton Roads, includes: Two unique Farm to 

Table experiences from New Earth Farm and Croc’s Bistro; An original Picasso lithograph; a catered yacht party 

for 80 people; and a bronze statue from world renowned sculptor M.L. Snodwen valued at $75,000. 

Sponsorship sales now available in three levels (Grillmasters - $10,000, Red Hot Embers - $5,000, and 

Firestarters - $2,500). Individual tickets are also available for $250. Seating is limited. For more details and to 

purchase sponsorship/tickets, please visit http://horizonshamptonroads.org/annual-roast-toast/2015roast/ 

 Current Grillmasters and Red Hot Embers level sponsors include: The Franklin Johnston Group, Norfolk 

Southern, Sande & MaryAnne Dukas, and Monarch Bank. For a complete list of sponsors please visit the 

Horizons Hampton Roads website: www.horizonshamptonroads.org  

This year Horizons Hampton Roads hopes to raise over $400,000 at the 10th Anniversary Roast & Toast 

Gala & Auction to support the nearly 400 students who are enrolling in their summer enrichment program. Funds 

are raised through ticket sales and items donated to the Live and Silent Auctions. This year, Horizons Hampton 

Roads will introduce mobile bidding in their Silent Auction.  Attendees will engage in bidding right from their 

smart phones throughout the evening. A fun, exciting, new way to participate in Silent Auction bidding!  

Anyone who cannot attend is welcome to make a donation in Paul’s honor. Donations can be made online 

at www.HorizonsHamptonRoads.org. Please contact Director of Development, January Serda, if you have any 

questions at January.Serda@HorizonsHamptonRoads.org. 
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About Horizons: Horizons Hampton Roads inspires young minds through proven innovative summer enrichment 

programs in which financially disadvantaged children are challenged academically, socially, and physically to 

reverse the Achievement Gap. Horizons’ students improve their reading and math scores, learn to swim, and build 

hands on STEM projects throughout the 6-week summer program. Their summer is enriched with art and music 

classes and field trip opportunities not afforded during the regular school year. Each summer, students gain more 

confidence in themselves which enhances their learning and all around success in the classroom. Since 1999, 

Horizons has served public school students from low income homes in Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach.   

# # # 

To become a sponsor or receive more information about the 2015 10th Anniversary Horizons Hampton Roads 

Roast & Toast Gala & Auction, please contact January Serda at 757-412-0249 ext. 4 or by email at 

January.Serda@HorizonsHamptonRoads.org. 


